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So, what is folklore, anyway? What exactly is the difference between a myth and a legend? A folktale and a tall tale? Where do you draw the line between a fable and a fairytale? 
Task 1: In pairs discuss the differences between these narrative forms. Then compare your answers with another pair.
Task 2: Read the following definitions and complete your notes.
Folklore: The term folklore is generally used to refer to the traditional beliefs, myths, tales, and practices of a people which have beeN disseminated in an informal manner -- usually via word of mouth, although in modern times the Internet has become a pivotal source for folklore.
Folktale: A story or legend forming part of an oral tradition. Folktales possess many or all of the characteristics listed below. 
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· Are more frequently told than read 

· Are passed down from one generation to another 

· Take on the characteristics of the time and place in which they are told 

· Sometimes take on the personality of the storyteller 

· Speak to universal and timeless themes. 

· Try to make sense of our existence, help humans cope with the world in which they live, or explain the origin of something. 

· Are often about the common person 

· May contain supernatural elements 

· Function to validate certain aspects of culture
Tall Tale: An extravagant, fanciful or greatly exaggerated story. Usually focuses on the achievements of the ultimate hero.
Legends: A traditional tale handed down from earlier times and believed to have an historical basis.

Myths: Traditional, typically ancient stories dealing with supernatural beings, ancestors, or heroes that serves as a fundamental type in the worldview of a people. The purpose of myths is to account for the origins of something, explain aspects of the natural world or delineate the psychology, customs, or ideals of society. In many myths, the main characters are gods or demi-gods and the story may have some religious meaning or background.
Fable: A short narrative making a moral point. Often employs animals with human characteristics (powers of speech, etc.) as the main characters of the story.

Fairy tale: A fanciful tale of legendary deeds and creatures, usually intended for children.
Task 3: Complete Pocahontas story using the possessive adjectives or ‘s.
Task 4: Mini-project 

In groups formed by one student with drawing skills, one with reading skills, another with organizing skills and another with writing skills, they read an American folk tale and prepare a picture-story.
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